
Letter of Reference – Frank Bennetts 

I am currently the Chief Operating Officer of Eskom Holdings SOC (Pty) Ltd. 

During the period January 2009 to March 2014, I held the position of Managing Director for the Stefanutti Stocks 

Mechanical, Electrical and Power Business Unit which includes being a member of the Stefanutti Stocks Group 

Executive Committee. 

Frank Bennetts and I first met after he had been head hunted and appointed by the Managing Director of the 

Power Division, Stephen Phakisi. Frank had come highly recommended. He headed the Division’s SHERQ 

department. 

The Power Division was given various targets and objectives amongst which was to develop, implement and 

obtain certification against the ISO9001, ISO14001 and OHSAS18001 international standards. In addition, it 

was a requirement that they were to be all aligned with the Stefanutti Stocks Group’s management systems. 

Frank, together with his team, achieved certification within a period of 2 years and later ensured that certification 

was maintained during subsequent verification audits by the international certification body. He was relentless in 

his desire to accomplish this and was driven to ensure active participation in the process by all top and senior 

management, while documenting the various processes. Alongside this, he was required to develop and 

implement legal compliance management systems for OHS Act and various sets of environmental legislation. I, 

as one of his respondents, was requested by him to detail several of the processes and procedures undertaken 

by the EXCO. It has to be mentioned that many of the processes developed by Frank were adopted (with a bit 

of refining) throughout the Stefanutti Stocks Group. 

During the time that I worked with Frank I became to know him fairly well as well as what drives him. His 

knowledge of law is extensive and I have seen him on more than one occasion debate issues with our attorneys 

and with client representatives, which resulted in them conceding that they had erred and he was in fact correct 

in his interpretation. His assistance with various tenders and claims also benefited us financially. 

Frank stands up for what he believes is right and usually has facts to back him up. He, however, would go out of 

his way to assist and communicate requirements until management and workers understood fully. We 

depended on Frank to advise us on many issues.  He also demonstrated his abilities following various accidents 

we had, which included unfortunately some of our sub-contractors fatalities. He performed the investigations 

and provided detailed formalised findings to the inspectors and clients alike. To my knowledge, not once was 

any action considered or instituted against any of us. 

I would highly recommend Frank in his personal capacity as well as his company to anyone considering making 

use of his services and am willing to be contacted to provide a verbal reference. 

Kind regards 

Jan Oberholzer 

Mobile: 083 378 8887 
Email: jan.oberholzer@eskom.co.za 
 


